Cornel James Johnson
December 6, 1944 – September 23/2024
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   On September 23, 2024, Cornel James Johnson transitioned into eternal rest at East Jefferson Hospital in Metairie, Louisiana. He was born on December 6, 1944, to the union of Bartholomew Johnson Jr. and Alma Savoie Johnson. He was christened into the Catholic faith at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church in Edgard, Louisiana of which he remained a member for 79 years.   
   As a child, Cornel developed a very opinionated and authoritative demeanor. He served as the protector of his siblings, and his numerous first cousins. On the other hand, he felt a need to give them orders. He expected them to follow his orders because he was the oldest and, in his mind, the smartest!!! 
   At Second Ward High School, he was a member of the class of 1964 where he lettered in baseball and football. Upon graduation, he attended Grambling State University. He later volunteered to serve in the United States Navy, working on ships that supplied the troops during the Vietnam War
   On August 22, 1970, he married Mary Elizabeth Steib. From this union, two children were born: Kiera Janie and Keed Lemar. Upon returning from the Navy, Cornel was employed at Avondale Shipyard and Union Carbide, where he worked for nearly 30 years.
   Cornel was active in his community, serving as an usher at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, an original member of the Ebony Gents, a member of the West St. John High Athletic Booster Club and the Knights of Peter Claver Council #66. 
   He leaves to cherish his memories, his wife Elizabeth; his children, Kiera Holliday (Tommy) and Keed Johnson (Desiree); siblings, Bartholomew Johnson III, and Soundra Ambrose (Jesse); grandchildren, Kadelyn and Keydren Holliday; uncles, Charles Savoie (Jeanette), Jerry Savoie (Ernestine), Emile August; in-laws, Carolyn Johnson, Virginia Dumas, Delores Laurent, Shirley Taylor, Michael Steib, Margaret Smith, Joseph Steib (Ernestine), Albert Steib (Patricia), Beverly Dumas; godchildren, Roxanne Barre, Ira Jackson, Nakeela Young, and Elliott Temple; devoted friend, Ronald Samuel, and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 
   He is preceded in death by his parents, Alma and Bartholomew Johnson, Jr.; grandparents, Bartholomew Sr. and Lena Stratten Johnson and Blaine Joseph and Beaulah Borne Savoie; brother, David Bruce Johnson; father-in-law, Aurelian Steib; mother-in-law, Bertha James Steib; sister-in-law, Betty Lay Johnson; and a host of aunts and uncles. 
   Celebration of life honoring Cornel James Johnson will be held on Saturday, October 5, 2024 at St. John the Baptist Catholic Church at 2349 LA-18, Edgard, LA 70049 with visitation beginning for 8:00AM. Recitation of the rosary for 8:30 AM and mass to follow for 10 AM. Father Robustiano Morgia, officiating. Entombment Church Mausoleum 2349 LA-18, Edgard, LA 70049. Arrangements of his final care entrusted to 

Treasures of Life Funeral services, Gramercy, Louisiana
October 3, 2024
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