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Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office arrests man accused of murdering teacher's aide from LaPlace

[bookmark: _GoBack]   As relatives, friends and co-workers prepare to celebrate the life of elementary school teacher's aide King Honore, the Jefferson Parish Sheriff's Office on Thursday announced the arrest of the man accused in his murder. Authorities say DNA evidence links James Vandell Hutchinson, 39, of Reserve, to the death of Honore, 41, who was found strangled in a Metairie motel room on Sept. 28.
   Family members can hardly imagine such a violent end for a man they knew to be so selfless and loving. Honore, a LaPlace resident displaced by Hurricane Isaac, lost his car while transporting fellow flood victims through the rising waters to shelter at New Wine Christian Fellowship Church, according to his sister, Bradtrel Anderson, 35.
   "He just kept picking up people to get out of the neighborhoods, older people with oxygen machines," she said. "He told me, 'I needed to just help them out because you never know what could happen.'"
   Honore had been at the LaQuinta Inn, 3100 South Interstate 10 Service Road, Metairie, since Sept. 3 because of flood damage at his home in the Belle Pointe subdivision. It's not clear how long he had been dead by the time a housekeeper discovered his body lying beside his motel room bed.
   But a second housekeeper reported seeing a man lying on the floor in the same room one day earlier on Sept. 27. She told investigators she assumed the man had "passed out from being highly intoxicated," according to a Sheriff's Office incident report.
   Detectives learned Tuesday that a crime scene evidence sample submitted to the Sheriff's Office DNA laboratory matched Hutchinson's profile. Fortunato said Hutchinson has an extensive criminal background.
   He met with detectives Wednesday and admitted visiting Honore at the motel around the time frame of the murder. But he denied any involvement in Honore's death, Fortunato said. Hutchinson then refused to answer any other questions without first speaking to an attorney. Investigators obtained the arrest warrant and booked him with second-degree murder.
   Anderson said relatives know Hutchinson's mother but not him. They were unaware that Honore and Hutchinson were even acquaintances.
   There has been no word on a motive for the murder. Even without a reason why, Honore's loss has been devastating for friends and family. "We're in shock. We can't believe it," Anderson said.
   Honore was a paraprofessional at East St. John Elementary School in LaPlace, confirmed Herbert Smith, interim superintendent for the St. John Parish School System. He had been with the school district for 14 years and worked as a teacher's aide at Lake Pontchartrain Elementary before coming to East St. John six years ago, according to the school's principal, Jerry "Texx" Galloway. Honore handled special education classes with mostly sixth, seventh and eighth graders
   Galloway called Honore a fine Christian man and a responsible employee who always leapt at the chance to help others. "He always had a kind word for the kids and a smile for everybody. He's going to be sorely missed," Galloway said Thursday.
   Honore is survived by his mother and father, a brother and three sisters. He had no children, but fiercely loved his nieces and nephews, Anderson said. Funeral services will be held 2 p.m. Saturday at First Antioch Baptist Church, 10860 Highway 3125, Lutcher, La. Visitation begins at 1 p.m.
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