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Morial DiRosa Johnson: Reserve family mourns son, 28 He is parish's first 2006 homicide victim

   Rita Mae Johnson of Reserve once had seven children, four daughters and three sons, all grown and most living nearby.  Now she has six.
   Johnson, her close-knit family and friends are grieving as they prepare to bury her son, who became St. John the Baptist Parish's first homicide victim on Monday. The parish had five murders last year and 11 in 2004.
   Morial DiRosa Johnson, 28, of Reserve, died Monday morning at River Parishes Hospital, where he had been in and out of intensive care after being shot March 17 by an apparently unknown assailant, sheriff's officials said.
   No arrests have been made, but detectives are taking a look at several suspects. "We've been provided some names," Sheriff's Office spokesman Maj. Mike Tregre said.
   A father of two girls, Johnson as a teen was a percussionist in Leon Godchaux Junior High School's Marching 100 Band, and later went on to play football for East St. John High School. At the time of his death, he was working for A3M Vacuum Services and living at home most of the time, his mother said.
   On Tuesday she said she can't understand why God chose to take her son.
   "Everybody loved him, white and black, the young and the old, and they looked up to him," she said, voicing a sentiment echoed by others who sat on and near the carport of the family home. "He touched everybody's heart in the hospital, he touched everybody's heart."
   Johnson said her son died trying to do the right thing, attempting to break up a fight between two men, when one of them pulled a gun and shot him.  "He was an innocent victim and trying to get his life together; he was trying to get his life right by God," she said.
   The shooting took place in LaPlace, in the Sugarland Center lot at West Airline Highway and Percy Hebert Road, across from the parish government building and the Sheriff's Office.
   Authorities provide a different account of the shooting: Johnson and an acquaintance were standing outside about 11:30 p.m. when an unidentified man got out of a green Pontiac Grand Prix, walked up and shot Johnson once in the right side just below the ribcage with a handgun, they said.  The shooter then sped away in the car, and the acquaintance took Johnson to the emergency room.
   Early in the investigation, sheriff's detectives were told by the acquaintance that neither he nor Johnson knew the assailant, Tregre said, and the man was unable to give detectives only a general description of the suspect.
   The Sheriff's Office is asking anyone who may have information to call Lt. Royal Burke at 652-6338. Tregre said the office is asking the Crimestoppers organization to post a reward for information leading to the arrest of Johnson's killer.
   Johnson's funeral will be Saturday at 11 a.m. at Beech Grove Baptist Church, 117 Beech Grove Drive, Reserve.
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