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[bookmark: _GoBack]   Paul L. Guidry, native of Reserve and former Regional Director of the Western Hemisphere for the International Trade Administration in New Orleans passed away at his home in Alexandria, Virginia, January 12, 2008. Born in Reserve in 1926 to Edwin Joseph Guidry and his wife Eva Graugnard of the Terre Haute Plantation, Paul was one of 12 children whose descendants came to the area two centuries ago and is one of the nearly 250 descendants of his parents. After service in the U.S. Army 8th Service Command in World War II and at the urging of his parents Paul pursued his passion for languages and love of international culture by attending school in Mexico City and Switzerland mastering Spanish, German and French. He returned to Reserve to marry his fiancée, Myrtis Bridgette Williams, and they set out to see the world joining Eastern Airlines and accepting assignments in Washington, DC, Detroit, and Mexico City. In 1965 Paul joined the U.S. Department of Commerce as Regional Director of the U.S. Travel Service in Mexico City where he lived for 10 years, followed by 10 more years in Paris, France. Between 1954 and 1965 they had 7 children born in two countries. By 1985 Paul returned to his roots accepting an assignment as District Director of the Foreign Commercial Service in New Orleans. His passion for people and cultures, his mastery of 5 languages and his love of life made him a popular figure in the international community and his legacy included many award winning and innovative programs to improve the image of America to foreign nations and to promote the merits of his beloved Louisiana. Paul was a builder of bridges between peoples. Among the many honors he received around the world none could compare to the satisfaction he realized from his devotion to his family and to giving his children the chance to grow up in the world of international culture. Guidry survivors include his wife Myrtis, 7 children (Catherine, Paul, Michael, Timothy, Cecilia, Jacques and Peter), 14 grandchildren and 8 brothers and sisters (Inez, Marion, James, Julian, Albert, Francis, John and Theresa, and the late Celeste, Edwin and Leon).
   Relatives and friends are invited to attend services. Visitation at MILLET-GUIDRY L.L.C. Funeral Home, 2806 W. Airline Hwy., LaPlace, LA on Thursday, January 17, 2008 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Followed by Religious Services at St. Peter Catholic Church, Reserve, La. at 12 noon. Burial in St. Peter Cemetery, Reserve, La.
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