Herman Stafford
March 19, 1952 - September 19, 2026
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   It is with heavy hearts and cherished memories that we announce the passing of Herman “Jeep” Stafford was born on March 19, 1952, in Lutcher, Louisiana. He was the eighth child born to the union of the late George Stafford, Sr. and the late Esterine Lee Stafford. On September 19, 2026, Herman peacefully departed this earthly life at the age of 74, in the comfort of his home. Surrounded by the love and memories of a life well lived, he transitioned from his earthly home to his eternal rest.
   Herman accepted Christ at an early age and remained devoted to his faith throughout his life. He was a faithful member of St. Joe Baptist Church in Lutcher, Louisiana, where he was ordained as a Deacon. Herman had a genuine love for the Lord, and his faith extended beyond the walls of his home church. He enjoyed fellowshipping with other churches and ministries and sharing his love of God with everyone he encountered. 
   Herman was a proud alumnus of Lutcher High School. His years at Lutcher High were a meaningful part of his life and helped establish lifelong friendships and cherished memories within the community he called home. 
   Herman was actively involved in Wednesday night Bible study, Sunday school, the Deacon Ministry, worship services, and wherever else he was needed. He was an avid reader of the Bible and enjoyed studying biblical history and the lives of biblical figures. Herman loved sharing his knowledge with others and engaging in meaningful conversations about faith and life. Those who knew him will fondly remember one of his favorite sayings: “Eat, drink, and be merry.” 
   Herman was a hardworking and dedicated man. He devoted 35 years of his life to the grain elevator industry before retiring from ADM Reserve in 2017. His strong work ethic, resilience, and dedication were true reflections of his character. Outside of work and church, Herman enjoyed fishing and treasured spending precious moments with his family and friends. His presence, wisdom, conversations, and love for those around him created memories that will forever remain in the hearts of those who knew and loved him. 
   Herman leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife, Nicole Gant-Stafford; his daughter, Shermaine (Samuel) Stafford-Johnson; his son, Eden Stafford; and his stepchildren, Gabrielle Gant, Gachielle (Anthony) Otkin, Eldrine (Whitney) Albert, Ephraim (Terrev) Gant, Elton Gant, Gaynell (the late Damon) Washington, Elonti Gant, Daris (Angele) Scott, and Tyrus Kelson. He also leaves to cherish his memory his maternal sisters, Elmira Shaw, Kathy Inuwa, and Marcella (Paul) Linton; his paternal siblings, Hattie Laday, Ronald and Carol Johnson, Faye and Jerry Webster, and Donald Johnson; and his two godchildren, Micheal Bourgeois and Trenada Young Ago. Jeep also leaves a beautiful legacy through a host of grandchildren, great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews, other relatives, and dear friends who will forever cherish his memory. 
   Herman was preceded in death by his parents, Esterine Lee Stafford and George Stafford, Sr.; his siblings, Marva (the late Floyd) Brooks, Georgia (the late Frank) Coleman, Leigy Stafford, George Stafford, Jr., Joyce Stafford-Patterson, and Dennis Johnson; and his stepson, Evonti Gant, along with other relatives and friends. 
   Herman “Jeep” Stafford lived a life rooted in faith, family, hard work, and fellowship. His love for God, his devotion to his family, and the wisdom he so freely shared left an indelible mark on the lives of many. Though his earthly journey ended on September 19, 2026, the lessons he taught, the love he gave, the memories he created, and the faith he demonstrated will continue to live on through all who were blessed to know and love him. A Celebration of Life honoring his Legacy will be held on Saturday October 3,2026 at New Zion Christian Center 216 W. Main Street, Gramercy, LA 70052. Visitation begins for 9:00 AM followed by service for 11:00 AM. Interment at Golden Wreath Cemetery. 
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