Ethel (Isom) Howard
July 16, 1929 – July 20, 2023
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"Charm and grace are deceptive, and superficial beauty is vain. But a woman who fears the Lord, reverently worshiping, obeying, serving, and trusting Him with awe-filled respect, she shall be praised." Proverbs 31:30

   Ethel Isom Howard, age 94, transitioned peacefully into her eternal rest at her home in Marrero, LA on Thursday, July 20, 2023, surrounded by her loving family.
   As preordained by God, on Tuesday, July 16, 1929, Ethel became the third of eight offspring born to the union of John Lee and Laura James Isom. She was baptized in the Catholic faith.
   On February 6, 1948, Ethel Isom was united in holy matrimony to Oregan Howard, Sr. to this union nine children were born Lawrence, Arnold and Dennis Howard, Valerie Howard Favorite, Isabelle Howard Narcisse, Phyllis Howard Nicholas, Rodney and Kevin Howard and Verlyn Howard Melancon. She was a loving and devoted wife and mother and a splendid homemaker.
   A humble, kind and gentle woman who loved her family and nurtured everyone around her.
   Pondering her heavenly departure and treasuring her legacy are her children, four sons: Lawrence, Arnold (Melinda), Rodney and Kevin Howard and four daughters: Valerie (James) Favorite, Isabelle (James) Narcisse, Phyllis Nicholas, and Verlyn Melancon. She was blessed with a bonus son James Howard; former sons in-law/daughter in-law, Victor Nicholas, Alvin Conerly, Sr., and Tammy Dore; two sisters, Josephine Kennedy and Lottie (Peter), Mitchell; three sisters in-law, Evelyn Isom, Faye Isom, and Mildred Isom; three Godchildren Ava Harris Zeno, Claudette Steib Raphael and Robert Harris, III. She leaves a legacy to twenty grandchildren, thirty-four great grandchildren; five great-great grandchildren a host of bonus grandchildren and great-great grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, relatives, neighbors, and devoted friends Francis J. Brown, Linda Burns and Shelia Harris.
   Family members awaiting Ethel's arrival; her loving husband, Oregan Howard, Sr.; parents, John Lee Isom, Sr. and Laura James Isom; son, Dennis Howard, bonus son Oregan Howard, Jr.; granddaughter, Jeanette Conerly; great grandson, Chase Favorite; son in-law, Barry Melancon; bonus daughter in-law, Sandra Howard; bonus grandson, Ross Jackson; siblings, Alice Steib, John Isom, Jr., Willie Isom, Sr., Cleveland and Norris Isom; father and mother in-law, Ernest Howard, Sr. and Nettie Lewis Howard; a cherished Grandmother in-law, Isabella Smallwood; sisters/brothers in-law, Josephine Isom, Paul Steib, Barry Kennedy, Percy (Ruby) Howard Sr., Ruth (Robert) Harris, Dorothy (Nelson) Batiste, Reverend Ernest Howard, Jr.; and Godson Robert Harris, Sr.
   Relatives and friends of the family, priests and parishioners of St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church and neighboring churches, Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, Vacherie, Louisiana; Highway Baptist Church, Vacherie, Louisiana; and Second Highway Baptist Church, Marrero, Louisiana are invited to attend a Mass of Christian Burial at St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church, 455 Ames Blvd., Marrero, LA, on Tuesday, August 1, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. Reverend Sidney O. Speaks, III, officiating. Interment: Our Lady of Peace Catholic Church, 13281 LA-644, Vacherie, LA. 70090. Visitation begins at 8:00 a.m., Recitation of the Rosary at 8:45 a.m. followed by a Tribute of Life.
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