OSCAR ARROYO
Baton Rouge, La., private secretary of Gov. Nicholls, of Louisiana, is descended from a long line of distinguished Spanish ancestry, and is a man of superior ability and great personal worth. He was born in St. John Baptist parish, La., June 5, 1824, and is a grandson of Francisco Arroyo y Gutierrez, who came to America as an envoy of the Spanish court. He served as an official in the province of Baton Rouge until 1804, when the county was ceded to the United States of America. He then became interested in agriculture, and resided in St. John Baptist parish until the end of his life. 
Francisco Arroyo, the son of the above and the father of Oscar Arroyo, was also a planter by occupation. He was identified with the political history of St. John Baptist parish, and served officially in that and St. Charles parish when they were under one administration. He died in 1826, being at that time the incumbent of the office. He married Miss Eulalie Dutillet, a native of New Orleans, and to them four children were born, Oscar Arroyo being the oldest son. 
He [Oscar] was educated at Spring Hill college, Alabama, and returned to New Orleans, going thence to the parish of Plaquemines. The people of that parish soon testified to the high esteem in which they held Mr. Arroyo by electing him to the office of recorder, in which he served until January, 1854. He then became assistant secretary of the state senate, and discharged the duties of that position until 1862. During the war he held this office, but was employed in the office of the quartermaster as collector of "tax in kind" until 1864, when he was appointed secretary to Henry W. Adams, at Shreveport, where he remained until the close of the war. He was then reappointed assistant secretary of the senate, and served through 1866-67. For the next eighteen months he was clerk in the auditor's office, after which he was minute clerk of the Fourth and Sixth courts of New Orleans until 1875. In that year he was elected assistant clerk of the house of representatives, and served through the session of 1876-77. The next honor conferred upon him was the appointment as assistant secretary of state, in which capacity he served until 1884. He was then elected secretary of the state of Louisiana, and held the office until 1888, since which time he has been private secretary to the governor. 
It would be almost impossible to make any approximate calculation of the work done by Mr. Arroyo during all these years of his connection with public office. They have been years of faithful and conscientious labor, and have earned for him a reputation that will last as long as the records of the state are preserved. Mr. Arroyo was married to Miss Eleanor Cosse, who was born in Plaquemines parish, La., and two children have been born to them: Leonard Rice, a planter of Plaquemines parish and Patrice, a river pilot. The family are members of the Roman Catholic church. Mr. Arroyo is a staunch supporter of the principles of the democratic party. His residence is in Plaquemines parish, where he has a rice plantation. 
Source: Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Louisiana; Chicago; The Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1892; transcribed by Kim Mohler
