HENRY HOBSON RICHARDSON

Richardson, Henry Hobson, one of the most famous of American architects, was born at Priestly's Point, St. James parish. La., Sept. 29, 1838. His paternal ancestry was Scotch and his mother was a granddaughter of Rev. Joseph Priestly of England. In 1859 he graduated at Harvard university, and ten years later at the Ecole des Beaux Arts, Paris, France. Returning to America, he became associated with Charles D. Gambrill, under the firm name of Gambrill & Richardson. His work soon extended to several states and covered all classes of structures. Among the most prominent buildings erected under his supervision may be mentioned the New York state capitol at Albany; the county buildings at Pittsburg, Pa.; the Cincinnati chamber of commerce; Craig memorial library, Quincy, Mass.; Sever and Austin halls, Cambridge, Mass.; and the Trinity Protestant Episcopal church at Boston, which is considered the crowning glory of his professional career. During the last decade of his life he suffered from an incurable malady, but it was in this period that he designed the church building that has added his name to the list of the foremost architects of the 19th century. A short time before his death he was elected an honorary member of the Royal institute of British architects, an honor conferred upon but comparably few Americans. He died at Brookline, Mass., April 28, 1886. 
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