ANTONIE M. SOBRAL
Planter, St. Patrick's, La. Situated in one of the most fertile portions of Louisiana, Mr. Sobral's plantation, "Oak Alley," consisting of 1,380 acres, is one of the finest in St. James parish. Mr. Sobral is engaged in sugar making exclusively, is thorough and progressive, and ranks among the foremost planters. He was born in Portugal June 1, 1844, and is the son of Richard Sobral, who was also born in that country on the river Minho. When a young man the father was in the Portuguese army, and afterward took part in the revolution of 1848. He was a hatter by trade, and died in his native country in 1884 at the age of sixty-six or sixty-seven. 
Antonie M. Sobral was educated in the schools of Portugal, and in 1854 came to the states, making his home in Assumption parish, La., and attending school for some time. He then was on a plantation for a few years, and afterward clerked in a store until 1861, when he espoused the cause of the confederacy, enlisting in Donaldsonville artillery, which was with the Army of Northern Virginia. The night before the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse he started to join General Johnston's army, and about six days afterward he was paroled at Farmersville, Va. He was in the battles of Yorktown, Williamsburg, Seven Pines, Beaver Dam, Gaines' Farm, Frazier Farm, Harrison Landing, Malvern Hill, and the first battle with General Pope near Culpepper Courthouse or South Mountain, Rappahannock Bridge, Bristol Station, Second Manassas, Harper's Ferry, Fairfax Courthouse, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, etc. He was also at Shepherdstown, Winchester, Mine Run, Spottsylvania Courthouse, and through all the battles fought with General Grant during the last year of the war. He entered the army as a private, was promoted to the rank of corporal, and made a good record as a brave and faithful soldier. He was wounded twice by the explosion of shells, first at Fredericksburg and again at Petersburg, but was never taken prisoner. 
After the war his means consisted of a wornout confederate suit, but he was not at all discouraged, and went to work on Magnolia plantation in La Fourche parish, where he remained until 1867. From there he went to Ascension parish, and was overseer for Mr. Lehmann two years. In 1870 he came to St. James parish, and was manager and overseer on Union plantation nine years, when he bought St. Emeley plantation. In 1881 he sold that plantation and bought Oak Alley. 
Mr. Sobral has been very successful as a sugar planter, as his record will show, and is deeply interested in the progress and development of the parish. He is a democrat in politics. He belongs to the Army of Northern Virginia, of New Orleans. On August 3, 1867, Mr. Sobral married Miss Eveline Gonzalles, of Assumption parish, and they have seven children - four sons and three daughters. The family are Catholics. 
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