Valerie Ann (Boudreaux) Batiste
January 16, 1949 – July 2020

   Isaiah 57:1-2. The righteous perish, and no one takes it to heart, the devout are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous are taken away to be spared from evil. Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they find rest as they lie in death. 
   Valerie Ann Batiste entered the world on January 16, 1949, to the parentage of the late Nellie Kenard and Wesley Boudreaux, Sr. She was the baby girl of 12 siblings – Rudolph, Ernestine, Lula, Dotsy, Mary, Percy, Wesley, Leslie, Leo, Lawrence, Donald, and Ronald. 
Valerie's Christian Journey is a story of its own. Valerie Ann was baptized by the late Reverend Vercy Michael at New Zion Baptiste Church, and after his transformation to Heaven, she continued under the Pastorial leadership of Elder Emil Dean Mitchell, Sr., until her earthly departure. In 1964, Valerie was joined into Holy Matrimony to Joseph Taylor, Sr. To this union, seven children were born – Sylvia, Joseph, III., Deondra, Ann, Heidi, Alanda, and Christiana Taylor. 
   Following her husband's death of many years, Valerie found Love again was united in Holy Matrimony to Minister Wayne Batiste on January 16, 1999. Valerie was a dedicated and faithful member of the Christian community until GOD called her home. 
   Valerie was educated in the St. James Parish Public School System and continued her education after following the word of GOD by attending A.P. Clay Christian Bible College in Kenner, Louisiana for one year; completed church discipleship class under Pastor Mitchell in MasterLife Discipleship Training on September 22, 2002; attended Byron Clay Christian College in Kenner, Louisiana for one year; and attended The Word of Life Theological Seminary School under the direction and leadership of Dr. Leroy Thompson in Darrow, Louisiana for two years and graduated in 2005. Valerie Ann became a licensed minister on October 22, 1995, and was ordained in 2006 at New Zion Baptist Church. She was a faithful Sunday School teacher, First Assistant to the Pastor, over all of the ministers, Director of the New Member's Orientation, Bible Book Store Advocate and worker, and Vacation Bible School Coordinator. 
   Left to cherish her fond memories, yet saddened by her departure, is her devoted husband – Minister Wayne Batiste; Children – Sylvia Scott, Deondra Smith, Ann Marie and Christina Taylor; Grandchildren – Keondra, Nadia, Shaquita, Breggan, Janaya Taylor, Sydney Jenkins, and Jahci Dennison; Great-Grandchildren –Nehemiah Bridges and Quentin Richardson III; Siblings - Rudolph (Mable) Schofield, Sr., Wesley Boudreaux Jr., Mary Louise Clark, and Ronald "Shine" (Melanie) Boudreaux, Anthony (Janice) Boudreaux, Joseph Boudreaux, and Raymond Mitchell; In-laws – Deloris Boudreaux, Roosevelt (Sheryl) Batiste, Hilda (Leo) Robinson, Deborah Riley, Katie (Rodney) Kirklin, Leslie Batiste, Roman (Nakisha) Batiste, Charlotte Batiste, Nicholas Coleman, and Paul (Patricia) Hayes; Godchildren – Leon Gant and Monique Labranche; a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends. 
   Preceded in death by her parents Nellie Kennard and Wesley Boudreaux, Sr.; Daughters, Alanda Taylor, Heidi Taylor Rodrique and Son-in-law, Stanley Rodrique, Jr.; Son, Joseph Taylor, III., other siblings, nieces and nephew. 
   Visitation will be held Friday, July 10, 2020, from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. at Bardell's Mortuary, 3856 LA-44, Mt. Airy, LA 70076. Farewell Services will be July 11, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. at New Zion Christian Center, Gramercy, LA. (216 W. Main St.) Viewing begin at 9:00 a.m. until services at 11:00 a.m. DUE to COVID 19, the use of mask WILL BE ENFORCED!! Services entrusted to Bardell's Mortuary. Information: (985)535-6837.
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